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Telegram No.
to Foreign Office.

DEPARTMENTAL NO.

1907 of 26th August

1.

from Moscow

Text of letter, line 15:' please read:

"In view of the importance, recognised in a
resolution passed by the General Assembly....."

Lines 22-24: please read:

"....cerrespendence between this Embassy and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs beginning with Sir
M. Peterson's letter to Dekanesev on July 31st
and ending with Mr. Trukhanovski' s letter to
Mr. Allen".

Communications Department
28th August 1947.

AMStNI2ENT S"LI;P.



Cypher/OTP DE1PARTHlfAL NO.1

FROM MOS O3VTO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Roberts D. 11. 8.p.m. August 26th, 1947.
No. 1907. R. 1.45. a.m.sAugust 27th, 1947.
August 26th, 1947.

Repeated to Bucharest,
Angora,&
British Middle East Office Cairo,
Jerusalem.

------ _000------

Secret.

Your telegram No. 2778.

Following is text of letter delivered to Vyshinsky
today.

[Begins]

"I have been instructed by my Government to draw the
attention of the Soviet Government to the arrival at
Constanza on about the 21st August of the s.s. "Paducah"
a Panamanian-registered vessel owned by the Montrose
Shipping Company of New York From information in the
possession of my Government It appears that this vessel is
intended to embark Jewish illegal immigrants for Palestine.
My Government is informed that these immigrants may have
been issued with Uruguayan visas. The United Kingdom
Political Representative in Roumania has already taken up a
this matter with the Roumanian Government and has requested
the appropriate authorities to prevent the embarkation of
the immigrants. In view of the importance, [grs. undec.]
by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 5th May,
1947, that all Governments and peoples should refrain, .
pending action by the General Assembly on the report of
the special committee on Palestine, from any action which
might create an atmosphere prejudicial to an early settle-
ment of the question af Palestine and in view of the
fraudulent nature of attempts of this kind (about which
concerning the sailing of the "Agia Anastasia" there was
correspondence between [gr.undeo. J the [gr.undec.]beginnig
with Sir M. Peterson's letter to Dekanozov of 51st July
1946 and ending with (gr.undeo.] letter to Mr. Allen er
October 25th) I am instructed to request the Soviet Gov-
ment to be so good as to issue urgent instructions to t"-
Soviet authorities in Roumania to support the intervention
of the United Kingdom Political Representative with the
Roumanian Government." [Ends].

Foreign Office please pass to Bucharest, Angora,Brit1d
Middle East Office (Cairo), and Jerusalem as my telegreu
Nos, 20, 20, 55 and unnumbered.

[Repeated to Bucharest, Angora and British Middle Lest
Office Cairo. Copies sent to Colonial Office for re-
transmission to Jerusalem].
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy sau shouldd be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

Cypher/OTP BINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM PARIS .T FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Duff Cooper D. 8.00 p.m. 27th August, 1947
No. 841

R. 8.05 p.m. 27th August, 1947
27th August, 1947

Repeated to Berlin
Jerusalem,
Lubbecke,
Washington,
Marseilles
Commander In Chief Mediterranean,

uuuu

reign Office please pass immediate to Berlin,
Jerusalem and Lubbecke as my telegrams Nos. 126 38 and
5, Important to Washington as my telegram No. 182,
and to Commander in Chef Mediterranean.

My telegram No. 856.

Jewish illegal immigrants.

French Government agree to admit to France all
immigrants on board three ships provided they come
voluntarily and provided this is not regarded as a
precedent.

[Repeated to Berlin and Washington by Foreign Office].

L b [Copies sent to oHAmiralty
oroaander in Chief Mediterranean].
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Cypher/OTP

FROM MO3COW TO

11 3
Y

C

"_/ ' T . l2.. k yir

Mr. Roberts.
No. 1920

27th August, 1947

Repeated to

D.10. 50 a.n. 27th August,

R. 2.15

British Middle East
Jerusalem
Bucharest

p:. 27th August ,

Office Cairo

I)RI.ATE

CONFIENT IAL

My telegram No.1907.

into 9lestineJewish
Roumani .

from

On a re vious s imilar occ a mion ( see our des pa tch
No.838 of October 31st 1944 ) ,inistry of Foreign Affairs
sent instructions to Soviet authorities in Roumania only
after they had been informed by Costa Rican Government
(supported by us) that Costa Rican viss held by Jews
wanting to embark were fraudulent. E ur best change of
securing requisite action in present case would seem
to be to arrange, if possible, for Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to be given
Uruggayan visas whic
(Bucharest telegraRm

a similar assurance with regard to
h Jewish party is said to possess
To.875 to you).

2. I therefore suggest that imm.edi2'te
to ascertain whether, in fact, Jews in questi
Uruguayan vicas, and, if this is confirmed, t
representations be made to Uruguayan Governre
same sense i.s to other Governmernts concerned
cases.

Office
Nos4.

steps be ta
on hold
hat urgent
nt inthe
in previous

Foreign Office please pass to British middle East
e Cairo, Jerusalem and Bucharest ws my telegraus
37, unnumbered and 22 respectively.

[Repeated to British Mliddle East Office Cairo and
Bucharest.

Copies sent to Telegrah ection, Colonial Crfice,
for repetition to JerusalemJ.
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Cypher/OTP PAR TL NO. 1

FROM M0SC©W To 0EIGNOFFIC

Mr. Roberts D. 7.42 a. m. 28th August, 1947
N.. 198
2ith August, 1947. R. 10.25 a.m. 28th August, 1947

Repeated to Bucharest
Jerusalem
B.M.E.0. Cairo

0 o000

IMPRTN

(Foreign Office please pass to Bucharest, Jerusalem
and B. M.E.0. Cairo as my telegrams Nos. 23, unnumbered
and 38 respectively).

My telegrams Nos. 1907 and 1920.

Departure of Jewish illegal immigrants from
Constanza.

I asked Vyshinski today to give urgent consideration
to the letter I had sent him yesterday. He replied that

he had seen it but had not yet had time to study it.

2. A few hours after my return to the Bmbassy

Vyshinski's secretary rang up on his instructions to

say that according to enquiries already made no such

ship was nw at Con stanza and that the Soviet Government
had no information about such an arrival. The secretary

added that this could be taken as Mr. Vyshinski s reply

to my letter which he had sent in this way in view of

the urgency of the matter.

5. In the course of conversation Vyshinski agreed
with my suggestion that it was in the interest of our

two Governments. to prevent further trouble between Jews

and Arabs in Middle East.

4. Explanation of thjs rapid comeback may be
found in discrepancy between name of ship in your

telegram No. 2779 (Paducah) and Bucharest telegram
No. 875 (Funducah). I naturally used first in my

letter to Vyshinski. If however this was a mistake

please telegraph correct name immediately.

[Repeaed to B5ucharest aand B.M..0. Car.es
sent to elenial Office for repetition to Jerusa .
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H
Cypher/OTP

FROM FRIN

DEPARTED NTAL

OFIET O

SOFIA No.
No, 875
1145

28th August, 1947. D. 10.28 p.m. 28th August,

"' ' ~F JF F JF

CONFIDENTIA

Your telegram No. 1926
Jewish illegal immigration]

[of 27th August.

Correct
"Paducah".

name of ship is "Paduc ah" (repeat

Const
2. No confirmation of her a
anza has yet been received.

-5. (Sofia
urgently whether
known, repeating

rrival at

and Buchar st only) Please3
"?Pducah" s whereabouts are
your telegram to Moscow.

report
yet

V
No, 1.

1947.
... ..



Cypher oTP 4

FOREIGN OFFICE

Mdr. Uolun
loo 905s

29th August 19k7.

Repeated to MosCoW
Sofia

D. 4.37 pea. 29th August 1947.

R. 7.00 p.a. 29th August 1947.
',.*-"

.,.

rrrrrr

Your telegram No. 873.

Whereabouts of Paduxah still unl@wn to us. A
far as we know she has not yet arrived in RuAin

waters. However We knw nothing ofthe activiteengAt
Sulina whioh for seas tim has been putt out of 'ld

for all foreigners by Soviet authorities.
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]EPAIrM~TL No.1

FROM BORDEAUX TO PARIS

Mr Nairn
No.2
26th August, 1947.

D. Untimed 26th August, 1947.

R. 6. 05 a.m. 27th August, 1947.

Repeated to Foreign officeNo. 57

2 2 2 2
S~' . .y y

My telegram No. 23 about the Northlands.

My Panamanian colleague has infonned me that the
French authorities have replied that they cannot detain
the ship as he requested. He added that the ship has
paid a ( ? omission] and intends tomil tomorrow. I

A have requested confirmation of the later statement.

Cypher/OTP

*-,;



a.
Cypher/OTP

." M ORDwUX T aOEG Owi i%~
Mr. Nairn
No. 58,
August 27th , 1947.

D. 6.40.p.m.
R. 8.30. a.m.

August
August

Repeated to Paris.

A
Illegal Jewish imigra tion.

I am informed reliably that Northlands will

Bayonne tonight bound for Genoa. No (repeat

have embarked.

27th,
27th, 1947.1947.

leave

no)

l

tr'

WPAR 69U vl

FRM BORDFAX TO FOREIGN FFIC
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SECRET OUT

WAR]dNG:
message, and

This is an unparaphrased version of aisecret cypher or confidential code

the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to

persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

(*NTE:Mesags how a hain ben sntin Ue- i~ itd

(*NOTE": Messages shown as having been sent in a One-
"O.T.P." are excepted from this rule.)

To
Ino'

c. in C. Ieai terr anen.
F.O. G ibraltflr.

282O49A/ ug.s ± .

94~:

Da te: 28.8.47.

SrCRETEX

prom: AdmiraltyJ.

IMMEDIATE

Consul General BorUeauxI
at 1300 tda y 28th ostensibly
on board.

reports NORTHLSANDS sailed
for Genoa . No passenger s

282049A

Duty commander.

V. C. N. S.
0. D. 8
D.C. Y
D.N.I.(5)
M.( 8 )
R.C.

J.R. 23

N
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:a "
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0 0
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R9DM 30R1iAM A FORIOT OFFIE

L 6. N&ar D. .A5 p.s. 28th Augiust 194.7.

28th August 19i.

Repeated to Paris

R8.O5 pNR. 28th AugIst 197.

FtZ l?"

Ky telegran No. 58.

Illegal Jewish IsaugRtin.

Ship l]4t Hyenn at 130 hours toay ostenlbly

for Genea saa dth.ut any passng l.
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OUT

WARNIN
message,

IG : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to

persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

(NOTE* : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad
O.T.P."are excepted from this rule.)

_,r y

in (C. Mediterranean
'.O.Gibraltar.

291749A/August

Date 29. 8.47.

Pioi Am r aal ty.

IFF OR:y1 *O.fT

Notwithstanding present impossibility of x'efo
it I.s important that NCRTHLANDS should be shadowe
It is assured that the probability oi' this is one
the reasons why ST. BRIDES BAY has been left at

u)lment
da.

Gibraltar.

2. Foreign Office are giving full particulars of
NORTHMNDS to all H.M. Representatives in the
Mediterranean and Black Sea countries, including those
Consular Officers who are also Naval Reporting Officers
and asking that, should the ship put in to their ports,
every effort should be made to impede her onward passage.
In order that these officers should have as much notice
as possible of impending arrival of ship, Foreign
Of: ice have asked that ypu should keep Diplomatic and,
whore possible, Consular Officers informed of her movements
as necessary. It is not repetition not envisaged that
all situation reports should be repeated to all these
authorities, but that one informatory signal a day might
be sent to those to whose countries the ship is nearest.
please confirm that this can be done. Foreign office
would repeat their telegram to you so that you could
rf'oer to it in addressing each of the Diplomatid and
Consular Authorities concerned.

291749A

for Head of M. (Ext.808)

1st ,Lord.
18t 45.L. (3)

Naval Secretary
ecretnry

U.*.S.
O.D. (8
D.C. (2
M.(10 and for F.O.etc)
D.N.I. (5)
D.o p. (2)
D.ofa P. (:)( 2)
0.T..

D.S.D.2

U/EK

ToO .
Info.
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C7948/
Code R DEPATIMENTAL NO.,

FROM FORE IGN OFF ICE TOLSBON
MADRID

No, 515
N,. 578

29th August, 1947. D. 10.0- p.m. 29th August,1947.

IIfDIATE
RESTRICTED

F F FF

My telegram to Bordeaux No.
Jewish illegal immigration].

"Northlands" sailed on
Bayonne, ostensibly for Gene

15 [of 22nd July.

28th August
ca.

from

1.
... ..

rr - -

-I --------
1
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'U.~ 5 M4/G
Confidential

Oypher/TP DEPARTMSNTAL NO 1.

F 0 F +ANGAFF CE TO S S T:

Importan

50th August, 1947. D. 5.15 p.m. 30th August, 1947.

Repeated to 0.-in-C. Mediterranean
Tripoli District
Paris No. 1708 Saving
Moscow No. 606 Saving

///
IMMEDIATE

CONFIDENTIAL

Jewish illegal immigration.

3.S. Northlands (whose particulars are contained in
Weekly List of Suspect Shipping) sailed without (re at
without) passeners on 28th At from Bayonne os nsbly
for Genog. While it seems probable that she will follow
"Paducah s" example and make for Black Sea, she may attempt
to embark passengers or refuel elsewhere.

2. We ho she will be shadowed from Gibraltar
onwards and Admalty re king C.-in-c. Med terranean
if he can keep His Ma jest Repesentatives exoet
those at Moscow, Sofia Bucharest) inform of her
movements, as required.

8 If reports received from 0.-in-C. Mediterranean
s 0eat that rthlands" may call at a port within your

osidotion you should request local authorities to
take precautions against embarkation of Jillegal
immigrants and too detain ship and deny her facilities.

*
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mNORA N.75 ;

SOFIA. NO.1255.

12th September 1947. D. 4.30 p.m. 12th September 1947.

Repeated to: Moscow No 29859
Couoaaxie.noCef Mediterranean;
Paris, No.1791 SavIng.
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My teleraim to Rabat
Jewish illegalin gration].

No.56 [of 50th August:

Ship entered
12th September.

Dardanelles at 1000 hours
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Land of Israel, for the People of Israel,

dingto the Torah of Israel.

Mr-We gy, 17- dr -ut
7R-i mni '9 71D

Mizrachi Federation of Gt. Britain and Ireland

Telephone: GERrard 4692/6.

Cable Address : Mizrachi, London.

General Secretary.

BARRY MINDEL, B.Com.

The Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevin,
The Foreign Secretary,
The Foreign Office,
Whitehall,
LONDON, S. W. 1.

Dear Sir,

earnest
resolut
meeting

ALBANY MANSION,
87, CHARING CROSS ROAD,

LONDON, W.C.2.

August 27th 1947.

E'7942

29 AUG VVT,

I have the honour to submit for your
consideration the enclosed text of a

ion passed this afternoon at an emergency
of the Executive of the Mizrachi Federation.

We implore you to give the resolution
your most careful consideration and to do everything
possible to come to the aid of the unfortunate
refugees who tried to reach the shores of their
Homeland on the "Exodus 1947".

I am,

Your obedient servant,

Rev. J. Weintrobe.

Acting Secretary on behalf
of Political Committee.

-rs' K1 n i -T Am K-1,r2-1 - a ri -im r n101,411n0;r YZ7t
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e Land of Israel, for the People of Israel

cording to the Torah of Israel.

Mizrachi Federation of Gt. Britain & Ireland

Telephone: GERrard 4692/6
Cable Address: Mizrachi, London

General Secretary : Barry Mindel, B.Com.

ALBANY MANSION,

87 CHARING CROSS ROAD,
LONDON, W.C.2

1 1,/

RESOLUT ION
ON

PASSED BY THE
TUESDAY, 26TH

MIZRA CH I FEJIERAT ION
AUGUS 9

WE, THE MIZRACHI AND HAPOEL HAMIZRACHI MOVEMENTS OF GREAT

BRITAIN AND EIRE, IN THE NAME OF ALL RELIGIOUS ZIONISTS, ARE

AT ONE WITH THE YISHUV AND THE WHOLE HOUSE OF ISRAEL IN VOICING

OUR MOST VIGOROUS PROTEST AGAINST THE BRUTAL AND INHUMAN ACT

OF H.M. GOVERNMENT IN FORCIBLY TRANSPORTING THE 4,500 "EXODUS"

3EWS,-MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN, TO GERMANY, THE COUNTRY WHICH

INSTIGATED AND EXECUTED THE GREATEST CRIMES AND OUTRAGES AGAINST

THE JEWISH PEOPLE AND THE WORLD AT LARGE. WE REGARD SUCH A

POLICY AS A SIN AGAINST G-D AND A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY.

WE MAKE THIS LAST-MINUTE APPEAL TO H.M. GOV

PLAY AT POLITICS WITH THE REMNANTS OF ISRAE

THE ILLEGAL POLICY OF BARRING JEWS FROM THE

HAS INEVITABLY LED YOU TO COURSES OF INHUMI

SO OUT OF KEEPING WITH THE TRADITIONAL CHAT

PEOPLE."

AS ALWAYS IN TIMES OF DISTRESS, WE TURN IN

HE MAY UPHOLD THE COURAGE AND STEADFASTNESS

AND SISTERS FROM THE "EXODUS", SPARE THEM

AND TUFHERING, MAKE WISE COUNSELS PREVAIL,

TO THEIR PROMISED HOMELAND.

ERMENT, "DO NOT

EL. PUT AN END TO

EIR HOMELAND, WHICH

A.NITY AND BRUTALITY,

RACTER OF THE BRITISH

PRAYER TO G-D THAT

S OF OUR BROTHERS

FURTHER ILL-TREATMENT

AND BRING THEM SPEEDILY

- dc
...

0
5tnv
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

Cyphe r/OTP FUE L.

FROivi MINISTRY OF FUEL & PO ER 'T0 LSHINC-TON.

Nt 89 Fuel

28th .August 1947. D. 8.55 p.ma. 28th August

Y vvV

DEDIAT .

SECRET.

Vessel Pan Crescent expected to arrive
Alexandria within next few days is strongly
suspected of being engaged in illegal immigration.
It is highly important that bunkers be withheld
from this ship. Suggest you request Socony and
Caltex to refuse bunkers if' approached.

(:c
13

1947.

I .1 v..-- 0
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ONE TfIE PAD

FROM: War Office

TO

DTO 281645

Desp 28 .!ug 47
: GHQ CPF

INFO: Tac GHQ CP

SECRET
Reference

Personal

OS 549.

for C of S from GOC.

Pan Crescent. Have discussed with War Office who are

considering matter.

other than insitina

Meanwhile confirm you

that letter

should

and spirit of

take no action

all a1ruitime, port,

through

civil police

clearance.

before persons allowed

Have NOT been able

to eubark

to see

or ship ;iven

copy of Foreign Office

sirnal

to embark

to RO:iE 1763 of 25 Au; but understand ship

Jews in TRIESTE but is coming to refit,

is not expected

in particular

to take in beds

American

and bedding,

Jews and Panama

For your information

reCister.

she is owned by

As she is believed to

proceeding' to Black Sea to pick up seven thousand Jews cur object

should be to delay refit and make asc difficult as possible without

causing trouble with Americans.

Your Tac GHQ Signal No 96 answered separately.

Message Control.

M~essae Control,

CIGS
VC IGS
D MO
DDHO(A)'
MO1 1, 5,
DI iI

ForeignC
Colonial

4

4
Office
Office

(Mr Bei
Mr Tr

Cabinet Offices (Comma
Admiralty (Mr Dodds)
Ministry of Transport
M:I 5 (r J.C. Roberts).

th)
'afford Smith)
nder Evershed)

(FIr Graham)

A/Aug

94618
(MO4)

by I.AMG

TWO.

Copi s S to:-

MOST IMMEIDATE

+.r

or

medcalan any other relevant l.awsi are enf .orced

.0
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PALSINE_-_PROVISION OF NAVAL
IMMIGRAN T SHIPS .u v v vrt r V .K TtRiILLhTTTT EALr

A~

THE COMMITTEE
stating that they
present time, the
illegal immigrants
naval escorts, but
at a later stage,
necessary.

took note of a
did not wish to
question of mer
from Haifa to 
that it might 

if future develc

Note
raise
chant
Cyprus
be nec
opment

by the Admiralty
again at the

ships carrying
selling without

essary to do so
s rendered this

1Z .
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Unless the Secretary is informed
y 12 noon Monday, 25th August that other
ctbn is required, it is suggested that

it should be recorded in the minutes of
the meeting to be held on Monday, 25th
August, 1947 that the Chiefs of Staff
have taken note of the attached paper.



r12td Wt.15489-5534 30M 6/47 Gp.53 F. & C. Ltd., London

1C ; /.45470-D8A 1OM 2/47 Gp. ' F. & C. Ltd., London

THIS DOCUMENT IS THE PROPERTY OF HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT

The circulation of this paper

It is issued for the personal

has been strictly limited,

use of.........3

,TOP SECRET Copy No.S

21.. A.47 ) 192(0

21 ST AUGUST , -1947.1

CHIEFS OF STAFF COMMITTEE

PALESTINE - PROVISION OF NAVAL ESCORTS
FOR ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT SHIPS

Note by the Admiralty.

At C.O.S. (4-7)25th Meeting, Item 4, the
was invited to review in six months' time the
that in certain circumstances the merchant sh

carry illegal irm:igrants from Haifa to Cyprus
sailed without Naval escort.

2. The Admiralty
again at the present
at a later stage, if

Admiralty
suggestion

ips used to
might be

does not wish to raise this question
time, but it may be necessary to do so
future developments render this necessary.

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE, S.w. I 9

21ST AUGUST, 1947.
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Registry
No. 6

J.E.C.

Draft.

Mr. Easterman.

From:
Mr. Mayhew.

( 4 4 7 Llk-

dIo

q o
Augjst, 1947.

NJ

Dear Mr. Ea

At

I

our on the 22nd August

you a letter

the 1,100 Jewish

reached

ships "Bruna"

Palestine

illegal

on board

and "Lufcliano"

the "President Warfield"' s

en returned

instead

to France) were

of being returned

pas sengers

sent to

to their

origin.

._tvO n vry 0C, I v nz cbocto

uwo snps raced
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2~Minuds.

Jewish Illegal Immigration

I understand that the World Jewish
Congress, which-sent a Delegation to see
Mr. Mayhew on the 22nd August, made great
play with out apparent inconsistency in
applying the principle of refoulement to
the "President Warfield" 's passengers but
not to those arriving on later ships. Mr.
Mayhew promised to send Mr. Easterman a
letter explaining our reasons for sending to
Cyprus the 1,100 Jewish illegal immigrants
who reached Palestine on board the "Bruna"
and "Lu$ckiano" after the refoulement to
France of those who had arrived on board the
"President Warfield".

2. There were two reasons for this step:

(a) We did not know (and still do not
Z know) their point of embarkation.

C9 (b) Even if we had known where to send
them, we lacked ships to carry out
this operation. The departure of
the three ships carrying the "Presi-
dent Warfield' 's passengers had
deprived the Government of Palestine
of the only ships large enough to

Z undertake a voyage of more than 24
hours duration. It was impossible
to obtain other ships in time, since
any ships used for carrying Jewish
illegal immigrants must be specially
fitted in order to guard against
sabotage, a process which takes
approximately six weeks.

3. These two- reasons have never been

O officially stated, since we felt that to
reveal the first might encourage foreign
Governments, to whose countries we might in

z future wish to return illegal immigrants, to
quibble over the evidence of their embarkation;
while to reveal the second would obviously

O- assist the organisers of this traffic to
o frustrate our policy. Both reasons have,

however, been given unofficially in an article
in the "Manchester Guardian". The source of
their information is not known, but is
elieved to be mainly intelligent guess-work.
s the. World Jewish Congress have been promised
n explanation, we must obviously give them
ome reason for our a action. I suggest that we
ive only the first of these two reasons,
hich is conclusive in itself and less liable
o assist the organisers of the traffic.
I submit draft letter accordingly.

(J.E. Cable)

25th August, 1947.
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299 ~ 4

Mr. ]Robert Coe, the Acting Counsellor at the United

States Ep-mbassy, called at the Ambassador's request to-day to

renew the Embassy's representations in regard to the return of

the Jews ex the President Warfield to Hamburg, and said

that the Embassy had received a further telegram from the

State Department reiterating their view that if this opera-

tion was allowed to proceed it would have a very deleterious

effect on British prestige in the United States. The State

Department had enquired whether there was no other British

territory to which the refugees could be sent, instancing Malta

and Gibraltar. Secondly, he said that Jewish organisations

would be prepared to put up the money for the mz

this party in any foreign country other than Ge

Mr. Coe suggested that it might be possible tor

attempt to land them either at Brest or at Antw

I told Mr. Coe that. a thorough survey had I

possibilities in the Colonial Empire before the

been taken to send them back to Germany. There

maintenance of

rmany. Finally

make another

erp.

be

d

w

place available in British-controlled territory.

did not think it was likely that the Jews would d

Brest, having refused to do so in Southern France

little prospect for Antwerp, which would involve

with the Belgian Government. W~e did not want to

Jews back to Germany, but as they had declined to

France they were going by their own choice. Mr.

the State Department were afraid of disorders atI

getting these Jews off the ships.

that the British authorities had

to prevent this. Finally I said

en made of

ecision had

as no other

Secondly I

iseembark at

and I saw

negotiations

send these

land in

Coe said

Hamburg in

I said I had no doubt

taken all possible measures

that we realised that our

action would cause a very unfavourable reaction in some parts

of/

r i



States, .but we would have to. face this.

were determined to put a s topi to -this. illegal traffic.

I undertook, h wever, to have the matter looked

again in the light of these latest representations.

Roger Makin.s
126th August,
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[This telegram
retained by the

is of particular secrecy and
authorised recipient and not

should
pas "ed

En Clair YiGRLD ORGAITI3ATINDI_3TRI BUS'I

FROM NEW; YORK T±O FOREIGN OFFICE

(From Permanent United Kingdom Representative
the United Nations)

to

No.124 Saving

27th August, 1947

Repeated

R. 5.50 p.m.

to Washington No.2188 Saving
Jerusalena No.2 BSaving

Augu

E
_, 0 'D is

GIANT

My telegram No.102 Saving [of

Palestine Immaigra.io_

Following is substance of further a cknowledgements.

2. uba Salvador and Netherlands make no co mment.

India promises a further communication as soon as possible.

I-eland exresses full agreement but observes that

problem involved will not arise there.

5. Bolivia and Philip ines undertake to give our

request careful consideration. Brazil praises 'trict

observance of commitments to tbhe General Assembly".

Yugoslavia states that no special aeasures have been

neceSsary since there has been no instance of illegal

immigrants passing through Yugoslavia on the way to Palestine.

Danish reply is as follows. Begins.

To the knowledge of the Danish Government, hitherto

only one case of this kind has occurred in Denmark. The

case in question was that.of a foreign vessel, ;3/ "San

Eusebio", which since last winter has been in the port of

Copenhagen. The British Embassy here asked for the

assistance of the Danish Government in nreventinlg her

departure on the grounds that the Embas y had reason to believ

that the ship was engaged or likely to be engaged in the

tra sport of illegal immigrants to Palestine. The vessel

was hereafter inspected by the Government Surveyor. As

this inspection showed that the ship was not provided

with c er tif icate of nationalit y, trading certified te or

loadline certificate, the surveyor ordered the detention of

the ship. The Danish Government are willing, should similar
cases occur in future, to take such precautions to prevent

illegal transport of Jewish immigrants as they are able to

under the existing legislation. In the same way the Danish

Alien Control will take such measures as the legislation

permits to prevent the illegal transit of Jews to Palestine.

[Ends).

v7'
'-'V
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7999 1
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July 2I5th].
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BRITISH EMBASSY,

WASHINGTON 8, D. C.

August 26th, 1947.

Dear Department,

The decision to send the illegal immigrants

from the "President Warf±ield" to the British Zone in

Germany has naturally already caused strong protests

from the Zionists. Rabbi Wise has sent a telegram to

the President, of which a copy is enclosed, as, accord-

ing to the press, has Louis Lipsky, 'Chairman of the

American Jewish Conference. Lipsky's telegram said

that the decision was likely to have grave repercussions
in Palestine. It was also likely to strengthen further

anti-Semitism in Germany and to prevent the execution

of United States policy in re-educating the Germans.

A statement was also issued by the American Jewish

Committee condemning such a decision and stating that,

at a time when the United Nations? Special Committee's

report was awaited, this "reprisal" was likely to play

into the hands of the terrorists.

2. Appeals for United States intervention addressed

to the President or Marshall were also sent by the

American Trades Union Council for Labour Palestine, by

the B'nai B'rith and by Victor Bernstein in a leading

article in ",. In addition, Mr. Truman is reported to

liave received -an appeal from the illegal immigrants

themselves. Bartley Crum, a member of the Anglo-American

Committee of Enquiry, is reported to have addressed a

telegram to Marshall saying that the decision was a clear

violation of the Potsdam Agreement and an afront to

humanity and that the United States was now in a strong

position to enforce British adherence to freely assumed

obligations.

/3.
Eastern Department,

Foreign Office,
London, S.W.l.



2.

3. of August 25th contained the enclosed

advertisement by the Pale stine Resistance Fund and

also an announcement that His Majesty's Consulate-

General in New York would be picketedifby the Labour

Zionist Organisation of America, the Jewish National

Workers Alliance, the Pioneer Woment's Organisation

and the Labour Zionist Youth. A two hour stoppage

of work was urged for this purpose.

A certain number of telegrams of protest

have been received by us and there will no doubt bethe

State Department are receiving quite a large number. Te otnet esao
Thycotnu oeesle

effect on pub c op ion here of sending teepol
to Germany.

5. We are sending a copy of this letter to the

High Commissioner at Jerusalem.

Yours ever,

CHANCERY.

' - /

".

5'
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Telegram New York, N.Y.,
August 21st, 1947.

His Excellency Lord Inverchapel,
United Kingdom Ambassador to the United States,

United Kingdom Embassy.

Following is copy of my telegram addressed today

to the President of the United States:

"I urge that you make known to Messrs.

Attlee and Bevin and to the special emissaries of

the British Government now in Washington how

abhorrent is their country's conduct in 
preparing

to send 4500 Jewish men and women, against 
their

will, back to Germany. It will be the deepest

humiliation to all Jews to doom these people to

exist again in Germany which slaughtered their six

million fellow-Jews. As an American Jew and

suporter with your approval, of our country's

loan to Britain last year, I most earnestly 
request

you to protest in the name of the American people

against the inhuman cruelty of this 
deed. It is

unthinkable that Britain, again seeking our country's

financial aid, should commit the moral crime of

sending Jews, who were about to enter Palestine,

back to Hitler's Germany. I ask you to make

unmistakably clear to the British Government that

these refugees must immediately be admitted 
to

Palestine and thus become the first contingent 
of

the 100,000 displaced persons upon whose admission 
to

Palestine, you have, Mr. President, most 
urgently and

repeatedly insisted."

Stephen S. Wise, President,
American and World Jewish Congress.



Which will save the Exodus captives-

Advertising

47
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You may fast from now till doomsday, and you will not bring the

tives back to Palestine.

Exodus cap-

The 4500 Exodus captives fought with the only weapon they had - a hunger-

strike - but they are nonetheless being deported to the bloody soil of Naziland.

Their fasting didn't save them. Your fasting won't save them. The Fighting

Resistance in Palestine will.

A British statesman told the UN committee that it is getting too expensive

for Britain in Palestine - the casualty lists are too long.

The Hebrew fighter, backed by American support - your support, not your

protests - can finish the job of ousting the British invader.

Is this a day for fasting? Or is it a day for action?

You may fast from now till doomsday, and you won't save the Exodus cap-

tives. But the Fighting Resistance will.

You may fast from now till doomsday, and you won't drive the British fl-

vader out of Palestine. But the Fighting Resistance will.

Only the heroic battle in Palestine will decide the issue. Bo you Christian or

Jew, be you a veteran, the parent of a boy or girl, a rich man or a laborer-you

have a stake in Palestine. The Fighting Resistance is holding the, front line for

all. $500 will buy a surgical kit. $25 will buy clothing for a fighter or some-

one in his family. Your money is nourishment, plasma, and survival, Send

in your check today for the liberation and dignity of the Hebrew Nation.

PALESTINE R ESISTA N C E FUND.
53 East 77th Street, New York 21, N. Y. * BRyant 9-4514

(Upon request, literature and latest information regarding the Hebrew Iesistance

will be sent free to contributors by the American League for a Free Palestine, Inc.)

Stella Adler * Konrad Bercovici Louis Bromfield " Russe! Gordon Carter . Lester Cohen

* Alan Corelli * Mordecai Danzis " Paul"Eldridge *- Frances Gunther * Ben Hecht. "

Nathan qporge Horwitt * Prof. Constantine Panunie * Will Rogers, Jr; ! Andrew L.

Somers, M.C. " Arthur Szyk * Alex Wilf Isaac Zaar * nd others.

A CHANCE TO WIN!
PALESTINE RESISTANCE o2FUND
53 East 77th Street, New York 21, N. Y.

Enclosed is my contribution in the sum of $ ..........

to speed medical relief and humanitarian aid to the

Palestine Resistance Fighters.

NAME -

ADRnES

CIrY ZONE.---- STATE

Pleas. make checks payable I. RANCES GUNTHER, Treas.
z - - ---.------- a -

7PM,' MONDAY, AUGUST 25,-194'7
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Tsaldaris Offers
To Share Cabinet
With Liberals

By Associated Press

ATHENS
Premier - designate Constantin

Tsaldaris has offered the Liberal
Party of Themistokles Sophoulis
"equality" in a new two-party gov-

ernment for Greece, informed
sources report, but it is believed
the 86-year-old Liberal leader will
decline.

(According to United Press,

Tsaldaris said he had failed to per-
suade Sophoulis to bring his faction
of the Liberal Party-not repre-
sented in the previous cabinet-into
the Government.)

King Paul instructed Tsaldaris
to form a new government within

a few hours after an internal dis-
pute caused the collapse of the gov-

ernment of Royalist Premier Deme-
trios Maximos, whose cabinet dis-
agreed over the effectiveness of
rightist measures against Commu-
nist-led guerillas.

Sophoulis appeared likely to de-
mand the premiership for himself
and blanket adoption of Liberal
Party policies as his price for par-
ticipating in a new government.

Neither of these conditions

Constantin Tsaldaris

would be acceptable to Tsaldaris'
Populist (Royalist) Party.

Coalition Would
Flave Majority

Tsaldaris' proposal for a govern-
ment by the two parties farthest
apart in Parliament, the Populists
and the Sophoulis Liberals, was
regarded as the greatest concession
the Populists have made since they
received a majority in the March,
1946, elections. Such a coalition
would control 189 of Parliament's
354 votes-a majority of 11.

Reliable sources said that the
three center, party leaders, Sopho-
cles Venizelos, Panayotis Kanello-
poulos and George Papandreou,
whose resignations Saturday pre-
cipitated the government crisis,
were not likely to lie asked to join
in the new government.

Napoleon Zervas
To Be Excluded?

(UP said observers believed
Minister of Public Order Gen. Na-
poleon Zervas might be omitted
from a new government as a com-
promise measure, in view of Veni-
zelos' allegation that America might
cut off shipments of arms, ammuni-
tion and uniforms if Zervas
stayed on.)

Sophoulis' demand for his party's
complete control of the govern-
ment .appeared unlikely to win
American support. O n e ranking
American official, who asked that
his name not be used, said:

"We cannot support the minor-
ity Liberal Party seeking to gain
control of the Greek Government
any more than we could support
a minority Communist seizure of
control."

He said that the Embassy con-
sidered Tsaldaris' offer to Sophou-
lis "eminently fair" and that So-
phoulis' failure to accept would
put the Liberal leader in the posi-
tion of placing personal ambition
above the country's welfare.

This is what Jogjakarta capital of the Republic of Indonesia looks like. Business as usual with

pedestrians and vehicles moving along Malioboro Street. Associated Press Photos

Russians Free
3 GIs in Korea "

By Associated Press

SEOUL
Three 'teen-aged American

Army enlisted men, held by the
Russians in northern Korea since
Aug. 12, were released unharmed
Sunday and brought to Seoul for
questioning by U. S. Intelligence
Headquarters, an Intelligence
officer announced. A news con-
ference with the men was prom-
ised for today. (UP said the
Army announced they were "in
excellent shape.")

The trio was handed over to
an American officer at the exact
spot where the Russians appre-
hended them when they strayed
over the 38th parallel which di-
vides the Soviet and American
occupation zones of Korea.

The three men were T-5
Tommy F. Pugsley of Renton,
Wash.; and PFCs. John D.
of Seattle and Gerald K. Geffen
of Port Chester, N. Y.

At the time the Russians
seized them, they were detailed
to inspect the telephone line run-
ning from Seoul to Russian head-
quarters at Pyongyang. It was in
the daytime, and the men were
in uniform. South Korean police
who witnessed the incident said
one of the Americans had a
camera.

Bulgaria May Reinforce Border
By United Press

PRAGUE
The official Yugoslav news agen-

cy Tanjug, in a Sofia dispatch, re-
ports that Bulgaria has issued a
communique "in connection with
latest Greek pr vocations" which
said the Govrnment "considers

. . sending considerable troops"
to Greek frontier regions.
- The communique, according to
Tanjug, charged that on Aug. 22
Greek patrols fired on Bulgarian
frontier posts and on a Bulgarian
plane. In addition, the communi-
que said Greek military units were
being reinforced and trenches dug
"in advanced positions" near Dig-
me station in Greece.

Tanjug said that "bearing in
mind former provocations by Greek

troops-the communique states-the
Bulgarian government considers.---
sending of considerable troops and
has informed the Allied Control
Commission (in Sofia) and the
(United Nations) Security Coun-
cil on this."

Petkov Appealing
By Associated Freis

SOFIA
An attorney for Nikola Petkov

says the doomed opposition leader
had signed an appeal for presenta-
tion to Bulgaria's supreme court
today.

Petkov, 54, is under death sen-
tence as a convicted conspirator
against the Communist-led Father-
land Front Government.

The U. S. A. and Britain last

week asked Russia to join them in
an investigation of Petkov's trial,
but the Russian representative on
the Allied Control Commission for
Bulgaria turned down the request,
calling the sentence "a purely Bul-
garian affair." Subsequently the
U. S. A. instructed its Moscow
Embassy to press an appeal at the
Kremlin.

(In London, the Foreign Office
announced that Britain has joined
the U. S. A. in protesting directly
to Russia against the death sen-
tence imposed upon Petkov.-Frank
Roberts, British charge d'affaires in
Moscow, asked the Soviet Govern-
ment to join in consultations with
Britain and the U. S. A. on the sen-,
tence, which Roberts described ;
"a gross miscarriage of justice.")

Belgium Challenges UN's
Right in Indonesia

By Associated Press

LAKE SUCCESS
Belgium has moved to test the

right of the UN Security Council
to act in East Indies hostilities
where, delegates now generally
agree, the UN cease-fire order to
the Dutch and Indonesians has
been ineffective.

With the Council split three
ways over how to proceed in view
of continued reports of fighting,
the Netherlands' neighbor stepped
in with a resolution proposing that
the International Court of Justice
be asked to rule on the jurisdiction-
al right of the UN to take any ac-
tion.

The Belgian move supports
Dutch contentions that the dispute
is an internal affair and no business
of the UN.

U. S. A. Pressing for
Cease-Fire Watch

There are indications that the
U. S. A. will press for immediate
Council supervision of the cease-fire
order voted Aug. 1. An American
spokesman said the U. S. delega-
tion would ask for a vote this after-
noon. He added that the U. S. A.
wants to stop the fighting first and
then proceed to the matter of medi-
ation.

Russia insists that the Council
should set up commissions of in-
vestigation and arbitrationswithout
delay. She opposes any reference
to the World Court as a delaying
maneuver.

There is a possibility the U. S. A.
may accept the Belgian move,
should the council first agree to
make an on-the-spot check of the
situation.

Dutch Seize
Airfield

By Associated Press

BATAVIA
An Indonesian Army commu-

nique says Dutch infantry with
tank and air support has captured
strategic Boegis airfield about six
miles northeast of Malang in East-
ern Java. -o

Communiques from both Indo-
nesian and Netherlands military

headquarters told of continued
fighting, and Lt. Gen. Oerip. Soem-
hardjo, Chief of Staff for the In-
donesian Army, declared a
broadcast from Jogjakarta at
"there is not a single point which
could be used as a basis for co-
operation" between the Dutch and
Indonesians.

"Defend your freedom," he in-
structed the Indonesians.

In addition to taking Boegis air -

field a strong Dutch force is ht-
ing for Tengkil Airfield, an es
Indonesian bulletin said.

(-- ------------

'Pravda' Warns
Iran on Oil Deal

By Associated Press
MOSCOW

Pravda says that Premier Ahmad
Ghavam of Iran is trying to break
the Soviet-Iranian oil agreement,
and warned him against following
"that dangerous road."

(The pact, reached in 1946 while
Russian troops were in Iran, would
make Russia the majority stock-
holder for 25 years in a Russian-
Iranian oil company. The new
Iranian parliament must ratify the
agreement to make it effective.
There have been reports of strong
opposition among the legislators.)

Pravda, official newspaper of the

Communist Party, said Shah Mo-

hammed Reza Pahlevi and Premier
Ghavam were "preparing to vio-
late" their obligations.

Pravda said the campaign against
the Soviet-Iranian agreement was
"dictated by certain foreign circles."
It added that "whether government
circles in Iran go further on their
dangerous road will be shown in the
nearest future."

New U. S. Envoy Talks
To Tito for An Hour

By Associated PressBELGRADE
Cavendish Cannon, new U. S.

Ambassador to Yugoslavia, paid his
first official visit Saturday to Mar-
shal Tito in Zagreb. They spent
an hour talking in German with-
out an interpreter.
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Cypher/OTP. CABINT DISTRIBUTIf

FROM WASlDIQMTON TO FOR±IGN

Lord Inverchapel.
No.4777

30th August,

Repeated to

IaPCRTANT.

1947.

D. 55.5 p.m.

R. 9.21

Paris,
Jerusalem.

50th August,

p.m. 50th August,

1947.

1947.

L

Your telegram No.8845. Jewish illegal immigration.

Balfour spoke to koting Director of Near Eastern
and African Office of State Department in accordance
with your instructions. Latter has just given us message
from Lovett to the effect that instruotionp have been
sent to the United States Ambassador in Paris to
inform the French Government that the United States
Government would appreciate anything they can do to
ease the situation.

2. Mr. Lo vett
far as you desired,
Ins tctis would

had not felt able
but he hoped that

be of assistance.

Foreign Offioe lease
as my telegram No.901.

repeat important to Paris

[Repeated to Paris]

4' F, 71

on.

to go
these

quite so

(FF;[VE.

5P
Y

t

r,

, r,

p

. 4

Et



kiii'

IcQ3 LFy

I/A A I

E ASERN

Last Paper.

References.

(Print.)

(How dis po 1of.)

g0")--e-

(%A]L e

(Action (I dex.)
completed.)

Next Paper.

(Minutes .)

1 ,

30047

-- _

IG

a6ry

C.).JZ% +2

s

-r 2

r)
n 

' 
.

tOnA

i
K

sX033

a"_;--\ .

qYI

F-0.P.

I gM C~v .i 9

,

qL

s
A04e1:Qy fjo-



v -~ 
JXu ~w/.Yat~.^

44 a:"

: ' ,

; j

Cypher/OTP. D3PARTDTA O.1.

FROM BIUSLS TO FORE IGN OF'FIQfL

Mr. Harrison.
No 53.

29th August, 1947.

Repeated to Jerusalem.

D. 9.00 p.m. 29th August, 1947.

R. 7.04 p.m. 29th August, 1947.

am a. m-

Weekly Report.

No change.

Please pass to Jerusalem as telegram No.l7.

[Copies sent to T.ele aph Seotion Colnial
Office for repetition to Jerusalem]
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(112/92/147) Minister
His Majesty'sypresents his compliments to

His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
and has the honour to transmit here h copies of -the under -.
mentioned paper. M I
BRITISH EMBASSY, 

CAIRO.

Z7Zh~list - 9i7

4.
Name, Date, etc. Subject.

FROM: His Majesty's
Consul-General,
Alexandria.
Saving Telegram
No. 12 of 23rd
August, 1947.

Vessel s.s. Rio
Norte will load-
cargo and proceed to
Alexandria or Haifa
and then trade in
the Mediterranean.

(21106) Wt.85731807 5,000 4/42 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685
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From: H.M. Consul General, Alexandria.

To: British Embassy, Cairo.

Date: August 23rd, 1947.

Telegram No.

Addressed
and repeated to

The
addressed

12.

to Cairo,
s.0. (I),

following is
by me to H.M.

SECRET.

Saving Telegram
Port Said.

No. 12

the text of a telegram
Consul General at Genoa:-

"At the request of the General Navigation
Company of Egypt who state they have purchased
as- RIO NORTE (Weekly Suspect Shipping List
No. 14, page 6) I confirm that this Company is
an Egyptian Limited Liability Company formed in
19145. I have been informed that the vessel will
load cargo and proceed to Alexandria or Haifa
and will then trade in the Mediterranean".

From a telegram f
Norte addressed to
vessel has been out
mum speed of sixtee

be ready.for sea i

ro
th

o
n
n

m the Master
e Owners it
n trial and
knots; andf
ten days.

of the
appears
shown a
that the

SS
that

vessel

Saving

Rio
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maxi
will
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Cypher/OTP

FROMPARIS TOjA

DEPARTMENTAL NQ

EILES
t,. .. _ n le. L S. 0 f -. . .,.

Mr. Duff Cooper I. 9.V p.m. 2ih Aug.Ut. .'.+
No. 111
29th A st, 1947 R. 9.20 p.m. 29th August, 1947
Repeat d to Foreign Office No. 84

IMPORTANT
uuuu11

S-

Illegal immigration.

We have received from secret sources two conflicting
r art s about Pan York
(A that on 27th Augstill at Marseilles

Bthat Oommner nChief Meditrana has been informed
(B Marseilles that vessel left oi August 2r.
Please clarify.
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Cypher/OTP
Confidential.

FROM FOREINOFIC1 TO

do Auust, 1947. D: 12.15 p.m. 29th August,1947

Repeated t o: Algiers No. 61
Paris (Saving) No. 1693

G GGG

Jewish illegal immigration. &.3. Pan York (where
particulars are contained in weekly List Qf Suspect
Shipping) is reported to be en route for Safi.

2. if she arrives there or at any pther port within
your area, please request local authorities to mrakc a
thorough inspection of vessel and to take precautions
against possibility that she raay attempt to embark illegal
immigrants.

Our grounds for suspecting this vessel
are not yet certain of her intentions.
obtain would be valuable.

are
Any

strong,
evidence

RUAAT

but
you

5.
we
can

DEPARTMENTAL NO.1.

u!*jfL. - .[- - ---- 1- -- iu .t- -. - -_-u L*.ii -'i

CONFIDETA



Cypher/OTP

Mr. Gflagher
No. 119
September 1st,

19?.

D. 6.54

R.

p.m. September

10.15 p.m. September

1st,1917.

ist,1947.

Repeated to FOREIGN OFFICE No.,.l 5

sasss

T)MRDIATE

EBCRET

Illegal Jewish Immigration.

Your telegram No. 111.

Pan York leftt.Marseilles in ballast on

August 23rd f~or Safi. Coma drfhhlho r h
Mediterranean informed by tele hoographs
and descriptions also sent to m.

sent to Middle East Secretariat][Copy

_ - 1-I o. '

65

FROS MARSEILLES TO PARI[S
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Oypher/OTP AT M1TAL , . l

FR RBAT TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Acting British Consul

1st September, 1947

to Algiers
Paris

Repeated

8 8 88

CiNF DENTIAL

Your telegram
August 30th.

General

D. 1.00 p.m.

R. 6.05 p.m.

F

1st September,1947

1st September,1947

r ' k §jj

No. 55 which was received on

5,. Pan York arrived Safi on August 28th
loaded. 5,000 tons phosphates and sailed August
for Antwerp.

and
29th

Lb

Lb

yi
co

Lb

kri

A0

O,

c,'
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v
OW

r,

O

Police report that there was nothing

Foreign Office please
Paris as my telegrams Nos.

[Repeated to Algiers

repeat to Algiers
4 and 4.

and Saving to Paris]
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Last Pap r. sirt

This is the French reply to the approach
which we made to them as soon as the convoy

References. left Port Bouc,to the effect that they should
make it possible for us to send the Jewish illegal
immigrants back to France via the British zone of
Germany in trains. It appears from the text quoted
within that the French Government have not made some

of the more unfriendly conditions which were reported
in the Press, e.g. that they would not take anyone

back who was forcibly disembarked at Hamburg. I
have no doubt that these Pre reports represented

~tthe Zionist interp etation o the French Government's
likely decision.Ne etheless, the French
Government now conse f 'to the entry into France of

all the immigrants on the "Exodus" who" volunteer

to go there" and thus the condition of voluntary
(How disposed of.) entry is maintained. Since we made our original

approach to the French Government we have asked
0 .1 . the United States Governme to support us in pressing

for the forcible return of Jrews and the United S ates

Government have instructed their Embassy in Parii to

request the French Government to do anything possible
to ease the situation. I doubt that this will
have much effect. The most hopeful aspect of the

present situation is that once the Jews are in

& Germany w they may be more
. t -/ inclined to enter France voluntarily. As soon as the

S D ( Jews have arrived in Germany, ve ought to start

thinking about the best way of getting them back to
France by either of the two following methods

(a) "By communicating the further French
offer to them and persuading them
to return voluntarily,

(b) By fixing a compulsory journey with

(Action (~In hex.) French co-operation.

completed.)

J.G.S. Beith,
2nd September,'47.

Next Paper. German Ref ree Dept.

yJ6 V %-' - - -- ic- - - - I
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[This tolegra is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorized recipient and not passed on.]

Cypher/0TP CABIS T DISTRIBUTION ~ 1SLEP 1947

FROK PARIS TO FOREIGN 0FFCE

Er. Duff Cooper
No. 845 D. 1.07 p.m. 50th August, 1947.

30th August, 1947. R. 1.20 p.m. 50th August, 1947.

Repeated to : Washington
Berlin Marseilles - Saving
Lubbeoke
Jerusalem

mDIATE lj
CONFIDENTIAL

Your telegram No. 1895: illegal Jewish immigration.

I have not yet received official reply signed by Acting
Minister for Foreign Affairs but Ministry inform me that it will
be in terms of which the following is translation:

"Ani3dous to take account so far as possible of the desire
expressed by the British Goverment, while safeguarding in
conformity with their traditional policy towards refugees the
absolute freedcma of choice of the individuals concerned, the
French Government consents to the entry into France of all the
immigrants on the "Exodus" who volunteer to go there.

2. last this decision should bind the French Government in
regard to the eventual admission into France of other displaced
persons it must be understood that the admission of the refd'gees
on the "Exodus" cannot be allowed to constitute a precedent for
the future.

5. All those refugees who enter France under the above arrange-
ments will be counted against the special quota established
since the beginning of the present year for Jewish immigrants
wishing to stay temporarily in France.

5. [sic] A committee will be set up at the Presidency of the
Council to lay down the technical measures needed to carry out
the foreging decisions. This committee will also be. charged
with ng the necessary arrangements in agreement with the
other interested Ministries to avoid the repetition of incidents
similar to those which took place on the departure of the
"President Wrfield" from Sete. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
will keep in touch with the Embassy so as to work these arrang-
ments out by mutual agreement. "

Foreign Office please pass to Washington, Berlin, Lubbeke and
Jerusalem as my telegrams ljes. 185, 128, 4. and 57 respetively.

[Repeated to Washington, Berlin, Lubbecke and copies sent to
Telegraph 8eetion, Colonial Office, for repetition to Jerusalem.]
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

E 8035/AB/G

Cypher Or?' CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO LUBBEIO

No. 4698

6th September 1947. D. 9.00 p.m. 6th September 1947.

Repeated to Berlin No. 3083
Washington No. 920 mJ1 cnt)
Paris No. 2005 (MestImme
Jerusalem (Import ant)

MOST IlOm IA riTErrr
SECRET

Paris telegram No. 843 [of August 30th: about Jewish
Illegal Immigration].

As seen as the illegal immigrants have landed in the
British Zone my principal aim is to send them back to France.
I should personally like to see trains drawn up at the
quayside to take "volunteers" to France straight from the
boats and hope you can arrange this. Failing this, and in
the ease of any who may refuse at first to go to France,
I should wish an early opportunity to be given to them at
the camps to entrain for France. It is important that
the party should be segregated during this preliminary
period, since the Franch Gvernment may very likely require
an assurance that they represent the original "Warfield"
party before they finally take them back. It would be
useful if you could arrange for a French representative to
testify to the identity of the illegal immigrants on arrival
and departure for the purpose of guaranteeing to his
Government that no additions are made to the party.

2. You will observe that the French Government still
decline to accept any but volunteers. There should there-
fore be no difficulty about returning to France those who,
after landing in Germany, choose to go there. It is still
open to consideration whether we should attempt to send
bask "non-volunteers" as foreshadowed in my telegram No.
1895 to Paris, paragraph 3. I shall welcome the comments
of His Majesty's Ambassador at Paris on this latter
possibility.

3.



3. I suggest that the following poliy should be
adopted with regard to ay whoa it may prSVe possible to
return to Frame:

(a) If the I.R.O. are prepared to regard the genuine
disflaoed. peres anengt the party as being eligible under
ther institution, you should make arrangeets htr people
in this eatery to be trasfrred to Hoebn or elsewhere to
join the existing displaced personas Jewish population.
Meanwhile we are sounding I.R.0. en this point.

(b) Those who do' not qualify for I.R.O. eare and
maintenance should be locked after by you in sanps for as
eng as they cheese to aoeept isnh usint efianne. They

should be free to go to Fan* at any ime or to move about
in the zene in aoserdaise with the normal rules approptiate
t. reftg es. They should no*, however be forcibly turned
lease into the German population.

(.) These remaining in the Zone should be informed
that they will be eligible for Palestine ertifieates under
Grad National. This should not adversely affect Jewish
displayed persons at present in the eone who Will retain
poritty, b it is not necessary to eLphasise this falt.
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The draft telegram submitted on this paper
was further considered this morning by Mr. Mayhew.
Mr. Makins, Mr. Wright and myself were present.
It was decided that it would be unwise to accept
the possibility of sending the transports into
another French port, even if we were to receive what
appeared to be satisfactory guarantees f rom the
French Government. Mr. Mayhew pointed out that we

had already incurred all the odium we were likely to

over this business and that we should now go through
with it. Mr. Wright suggested that, while making
it clear that we could not agree to go into another

French port, we might enlist American support with

the French on a more realistic basis, i.e. press the

French to accept the Jews back without conditions~
and, if necessary, by force. This suggestion was
accepted and I submit an amended draft telegram to

Washington.

Should we give Western Department a sight o1r
this' telegram before it is finally submitted?

(J.G.S. Beith)
29th August, 1947.

Wes Dept.
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Lord Inerchapel
DoN14 p 27th Aguitt 1947O

27th August, 1947. R01 045 .a 28{iTha JAu1gust0 1947?

BB B B

flBDDIATE

Your telegram N 0o8575o Jewish legalgl immigrat ion

When I sa eettoa eake fh ih t-
revr to the i estonW ofjth disps of t

H a mCDu r gJ

9~~~ 13)J %2

20 Hi ?vren a e esncr ih6myf os a ionsai t ithn aIy.n°ou decirras st ojay Ghe erentin

aI\ mstn 0uwerendthathsps enftheamudings
ereim;e9ffic il dsplran aleybrom aulfeelin

relo frie ip fsiourseles and sincere wsis

ou woleiegadionshrirlatt addt aetowe

s m tat Fo was e itae pe d upon close harmony
In allfraknehe~ new fe~lt bound to tell me that
psenceinhe our decision te land these Jews in
i h Gerony, were the ghosts of their murdered

l e were still stitding abroad would make a
ost deplorable impression here and oave repercussions

'9'on our whole relationship that he did ntcare t
template. For some time he had been and he still

as subject to the strongest .representations from
lae sections of the public, congressional, curch
1 so on, which had hitherto discounted Jewish

laourin hed sympathised with us in our almost
ha ual tak n Palestine. He begged most

ooud ha or decisin should be reconsidered -
nyefrustrine the efortd;i saburg, where he could

tohelps tofind hol ui difficulties were that
3e 9] ame97 Iu (3s wn una wo were promoting these

unhappy attmpt to orc ou hnd He said that
heudrto al thi but must warn me that public

opinio in thi country 3as incapable of appreciating
it ndwa bond to flare up in such a way as mi t .

wrell frustrate the effots his Government was mn ing
to help us to find a solution of our present problems.

4. I am sorry to add to your troubles with this
sto Cory7 but he spoke with such friendly earnestness

6h+ fe citutobligedt o pass it on to you.
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back without conditiohs.WVL Tom/

3. I should be grateful if you would

make this suggestion immediately to the State

Department, emphasising that the object of the

present operation is essentially to return the

illegal immigrants to France .on the grounds

that they left there illicitly, i.e. with

forged Colombian visas, without final French

clearance and without pgimission to enter

Palestine. The French Government have

hitherto refused to co-operate in the measures

of constraint required to secure the return of

the illegal immigrants to French soil. In

these circumstances I should tery much hope

to have the support of the United States

Government in pressing the French Government

to accept back the illegal immigrants into Fran

via the British zone of Germany without ' posin

any conditions whatever -. 4

This follows the normal international

practice of sending back people without entry

visas to the country of departure.
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/0 TP BINISTRl BUTTON

FRM FOREIGN 0 OFIE TO WARINGTON.

N o g4 t
29th August, 1947. : 4.450 p.m. 29th August, 1947.

Repeated to Paris 1951
Jerupalemt

e in o.2549
L6elk .A A

1. DIAT.

BECRET.

P aris telegram No.841 (of August 27th] and your
telegram No.4720 [of August 27th]: Jevrish illegal
immigration.

I have asked His'Majesty's embassyy at Paris to
telegraph the full text of the French reply, repeating
to you, as soon as possible. it is not yet known
exactly what conditions the French have imposed but we
know that they continue to insist on the illegal immigrants
entering France voluntarily.

2. Strong pressure is being applied also b

United'States Emaassy here at levels on thel ines

that the illegal immigrants should be sent "anywhere but
Hamburg". Members of the United States embassy have

more than once enquired whether the transports could
not put in at a French- r like Cherbourg, as a last
resort, before reaching Hamburg. It has been pointed
out to them that we should undoubtedly be up against
the same difficultides'0r the French side at Cherbourg
as we were at Port de Bouo and it would be impossible
to ake such a change in te plan at the last moment.

Transports are leaving today. Nevertheless, we share the

anxiety of United States officials that the illegal
imf4grants should be returned to FDrana..rather than

Ceraany apd we suggest that the United States should press

/the Frenqh Goverment to receive them back without

acod t eno via the British Zone of Germany.

5. I should be grateful if you would make this
ug gesti0n immediately to the State Department, emphasizing

tha t jeat of the present operation is essentially
to rer t he illegal immigrants to France en the grounds

that, tiey . oft there illicitly, i. e. with forged Colombian
visas, without final Fren'oh clearance and without erMission

to enter Palestine. The French Government have hierte
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rfuse to o--perato in the Meaures of constraint
require to secure the return of the illegal immigrants
to French sOiL. In these oixouastanoes I should very
much hope to have the support of the Unite4 States'

Governmnt in pressing the French Government to acoopt
back the illegal immigrants into Frano* via the British
zone of Germany without imposing any conditions whatever
i.e. cmpusSOiy. This fllws the normal international
practice of send ng back people without entry visas to the
country of departure,

0
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Minutes

Record of conversation..

I asked the Acting Cou ,r- theU.S

Ambassadorto call this afternoon to receive a

reply to the representations which he had made

on August 27th about the Jews ex the S. S.
President "larfield. I said we had considered

the various possibilities he had mentioned in

the light of his remarks on U.S. opinion and

of the message which we had also received from

Lord Inverchapel through the Acting Secretary

of State. We regretted that we could not find

any alternative to taking these illegal
immigrants to Hamburg.

I add
that these
but should
started.
take them
the answer
on their v
asking the
the French

ed, however, that we were anxious
Jews should not remain in Germany
go to France from whence they had
VWe had asked the French Government to

over land from the British Zone but
which we had received was conditional

oluntary movement. 'e were now
State Department to intervene with

L Government to withdraw their
conditions.' I also informed Mr. Coe that the

military authorities in Germany would be

responsible for the immigrants on their arrival,

and were making a statement today about the

arrangements which were being made to handle
them. I read to Mr. Coe the draft statement

in CCG 10651 of the 26th August warning him
that this was not the final text. I said that

we would send him a transcript of what General ,

Bishop actually said as soon as it was received

here.

Mr. Coe thanked me and said he would
his Ambassador and the State Department.

inform
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29th August, 1947.
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INWARD TELEGRAM

(This teegram is of particular secrecy and should be

retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on)

FLOi LUIbEOKE TO F :IG IN OFF.0E

CO 10651 T : SC-?E

26th Cugust 1947

ReeatLed: ie r:li R
Iierford (For
Public Rxela ions)

i 1.59pm

pm

26th £ugusL 194Z7
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Mr. Maki s

"P resident Warfieldts" Passengers.

Both in Washington and in London, the Americans haUL
expressed their anxiety abo.:t our decision to take these
illegal immigrants to Hamburg. They have been told that the
object of our operation is still to return the Jews to France,
and they have been asked to support us in Paris by pressing
the French Government to withdraw their stipulation that
only those who volunteer to enter France shall be received
across the frontier from the British Zone. (Telegram to Washing-
ton No. 8845, flag A).

Both the Americans and the Higai Commissioner for Palestine,
however, fear the repercussions (on public opinion in the
United States and on the security situation in Palestine
respectively) of the landing of the Jews on Germ n soil, whether
or not they subsequently leave for France. The American
Embassy and the Colonial Office have each made proposals
designed to avoid a landing in Germany :

(a) The American Embassy suggested that we should take
the transports into Cherbourg or some other French
port and make a further attempt there to induce the
passengers to land.

(b) The Colonial Office, in order to meet the High
Commissioner's wishes, have made the alternative
suggestion that a further approach should be made to
the passengers while the ships are still at sea but
before they have passed up the Channel, renewing the
offer of hospitality in France and offering to put
into a French port if they agree to land. Under this
proposal the ships would not enter Cherbourg or any other
harbour until it was clear that a substantial number
of their passengers would disembark.
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We have rejected
we cannot risk another
at Port de Bouc (flag

the American proposals
fiasco similar to that

A).

on the ground that
which toov place

The Colonial Office proposal does not seem to be open to
the same objection. It is not likely that the Jews would agree
to land, but at least the fact that we had again offered t.) take
them to a French port would demonstrate to the world our
reluctance to proceed to the extreme measure of a landing in
Germany. We eae ierefore recommend that this suggestion should
be put to the French Government, and a draft telegram is
attached. (Flag B).

(, / Po.

30th August .1947.
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SECRETARY OF STATE.

JEWNS EX PRESIDENT WARFIELD

I submit a note by the Department and draft
telegrams to Paris and. Washington on this subject.

The telegram to Paris
vrith the High Commissioner
present in London and who
the effect on security in]
Jews in Hamburg4telerame
Departments concerned.

The Americans
and. you should see

is the result of a meeting
for Palestine who is at

is very apprehensive about
Palestine of landing of the
carries the agreement of all the

have also expressed great anxiety
Washington telegram No. 4720 (Flag D).

The action now proposed is that another offer to
land at a French northern port should be made to the
immigrants on their way up the Channelbut that no
attempt should be made to effect a landing unless a
substantial number of volunteers come forward.

I doubt very much whether anything will come of
this proposal and therefore whether it is even worth
putting a forward. But it may be of some propaganda
advantage to usand in view of the strong representations
of Sir Alan Cunningham I therefore send the telegrams
forward with a recommendation that they be approved.

30th August,
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Paria

Was hin
Jerusalem

M7lt=

Departmental No.2.

1,.P,

IMMEDATET E

TQP$

August,1947

The Hig ommie,er for Palestine

haagainofr serio us

reper'us-ione in Palestir.'. An the tllega

inrnigrants are landed at Hamburg. I am,

therefore anxio ia to0ensure that no oppo

is missed t .Neessity of send

t#eni there. The only remaining possibi;7,' 4y

appearss to be to approach the immigrants

as the convoy aails up t.e channel, with a

repetition of the French offer to accept

those who volunteer t. land.

2. The offer would be mIde at seeg &
It Is

not intended that the ships should be

taken into harbour unless the whole or a

substantial numbcr of the illegal irnigrante

should previJugly have signified their will

noeS to disembark. We cannot risk a

repetition of the Port de 3ouc fiasco (see

my telegram to ashi ngton No. 845 repeated

to you).

3. -Before we can take this step we

require the consent of the French Government

tV a voluntary landing at a channel port

(pos4iy5te emg) Please thercf:rca, t4nl"S

you/
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you see strong objection, ask the French for

their agreement to the proposed renewal of their

original oftor and to the landing of any

volunteers at a channel port. The offer would

posibWly have more effect if it were made

by a representative of the French Government.

If the French agree in principle, ;you should

therefore ask whether they w ould be prepared

to send a tlFre&na5 the trans-

portS before they the designated port,

4. I a. not hopeful of the success of this

. But at least it/LZelp us from

i (b2Lcity point off 0±w84tising

. plr$iuctanee to take the extreme measure

fldng the immigran Ls by force in Germany. d4C owceu

44 would also avoids the necessity of further

w nt with the French Government over

the mondit ins which they have hitherto

*ttfl d to their consent to receive the

antsoby train from the British Zone.

4 )
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The High Commissioner for Palestine

has again of serious

repercussions in Palestine when the illegal

imigrants are landed at Hamburg. I am

therefore anxious to ensure that no opportunity

is missed d4 e necessity of sending

them there. The only remaining possibility

appears to be to approach the immigrants

as the convoy sails up the channel, with a

repetition. of the French offer to accept

those who volunteer to land.

2. The offer would be made at seq, and
it is
i=mz not intended that the ships should be

taken into.harbour unless the whole or a

substantial number of the illegal immigrants

should previously have signified their willing-.

ness to disembark. We cannot risk a

repetition of the Port de Bouc fiasco (see

my telegram to Washington No. 8845 repeated

to you).

3. Before we can take this step we

require the consent of the French Government

to a voluntary landing at a channel port

(possibly ) . Please therefore, unless

you/
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you see strong ob;)ectioho ask the French for

their agreement to the proposed renewal 'of their

original offer and to the landing of any

volunteers at a channel port. The offer would

possibly have more effect if it were made

by a representative of the French Government.

If the French agree in principle, you should

therefore ask whether they would be prepared.

to send a French official on board the trans-

porl ef ore they the designated port.

4.. I am not hopeful of the success of this

. But at least ithelp us from

the publicity point of view by emphasising

our reluctance to

landi-a the immigrants yforce in Germany,

t would also avoid the necessity of furitr

argument with the French Government over

the conditions which they have hitherto

attached to their consent to receive the

immigrants by train from the British Zone.
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SECRET

Cypher/TP MPAENTAL NO. S

2M 

U F aR T OFIC 
TO PA sS

1*.2 D. 1.10 p.m. August 51st, 1947.
August 51st, 1947.

Repeated to Washington No, 8921
Jerusalem

JJJ

Your telegram No. 84 and my telegram No. 8845 to
Washington.

The High Commissioner fbr Palestine has again
represented the danger of serious repercussions in
Palestine when the illegal immigrants are landed at
Hamburg. I an therefore anxious to ensure that no
opportunity is missed of avoiding the necessity of
sending them there. The only remaini possibility
appears to be to approach the im rains, as the convoy
sails up the Channel ,with a repetition of the Freneh
offer to accept those who volteer to land.

2. Tjie offer would be made at sea, and it is not
intended that the ships should be taken into harbour unless
the whole or a substantial number of the illegal
immigrant should previously have signified their
will eas to disembark Wecannot risk a repetition of
the Port de Bouc fiasco see my telegram to Washington
No. 8845 repeated to you).

5. Before we can take this step we require the
consent of the French Government to a voluntary landing
at a channel port (possibly Cherbourg). Please therefore,
unless you see strong objection, ask the French for their

ement to the prosed renewal of their original offer
and to the landing oisay volunteers at a channel port.
The offer would ssibi have more effect if it were made
by a representative of the French Gvernment. If the
French agree in principle, you should therefore ask whether
they would be prepared to send a French official on board I.
transports before they pass the designated port.

4. 1 an not hoe fl of the success of this attempt
But at least it woul help us from the publicity point o4
view by emphasising our reluctance to land the immigrants
possiblyby force in Germany. If it did succeed, it
would also avoid the necessity of further ar at with
French Government over the conditions which h have
hitherto attached to their consent to resolve the immirlo
by train from the British Zone.
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Secret
Cypher/OTP DEPARTNTAL Ng,

TO WASHINGTON

No 892s
51St August,

Repeated

1947.

to Paris No.
J ersalem

D. 2.15

1961

51st August, 1947.

F FFF

IMMEDIATE

My telegram
No. 8845.

No. 1960 to Paris and my telegram

Please inform State Department of this

proposal and ask them to support it in Paris in

addi tion to the action whichIhope they are taking
in response to the proposal iii my telegram No. 8845 1
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and London and the U.S.
not attempt to support

of ours be± ore our owm
make it.

J.CT.3.BEITH.
2nd September,
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Cypher/0TP. DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2.

FROM PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Duff Cooper.
No, 847. D. 1.00 p.m. 1st September 1947.

1st September 1947. R. 1.10 p.m. 1st September 1947.

Repeated to: Washington and
Jerusalem.

W: W::I::W

MOST WIEDIATE.

SECRE.

Foreign Office please pass Most Immediate to
both Washington and Jerusalem as my telegrams
Nos. 184 and 59 respectively,

Your telegram No.1960.

Jewish immigrants,

I do see strong objection to taking action
suggested. First, such action must convey impression
of weakness and yielding to popular clamour.

2. Secondly the Jews themselves would thus be
encouraged to maintain their refusal. No new reason
could be given why they should alter it.

5. Thirdly, the French would doubtless say that
their offer remaIned open but would probably make
difficulties about sending officials on board ships to
repeat it.

4. Fourthly, elaborate preparations had been made
in the south for reception of Jews both by Government
and voluntary societies. Suitable camps were
available. Food and medical stores and personnel had
been collected and guite a large administrative effort
had been made. This would be very difficult to repeat
at short notice in Normandy at the height of the
holiday season.

5. Lastly, I doubt very much whether from a
publicity point of view such an offer would not do more
harm than good. It would be interpreted as showing an
eleventh hour sense of shame on our part, and I am
convinced that the refusal of the Jews, who now see
themselves as martyrs, would be a certainty.

6. Essential fact is that any of these Jews who
wish on arrival at Hamburg to leave Germany for a free

existence' _ .
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existence in France are at liberty to do so. If
they decide to stay in Germany it will be by

ocboice surely all the resources of our
information services should be directed to putting
this across in the United States and elsewhere.

[Repeated to Washington. ]

[Copies sent Telegraph Section, Colonial
Office, for repetition to Jerusalem.]
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Secret.
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Rest eeed.

Open.

Draft.

H.M. Ambas or,
Paris. 

Telegram.

(D ate):....... .

Repeat to :

W ing

Jerus em

C.O. Concur

Sept. 2nd.
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Distribution :

DEPARTMENTAL NO.2.
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F. 0.,

Septfber, 1

Despatched /

947.

M.

SECRET.

Your Telegram No. 847 fof September

let: Jewish Illegal Inmigrationj.

I have given careful thought to the

considerations outlined in your telegram and

I fully recognize the strength of the argument

you have adduced in your fourth paragraph against

the action proposed in my telegram No .1960,

although I do not consider that the other

arguments are such as to rul out 'an approach

to the French Government ae suggested.

2. In general I should prefer to see what the

French Government have to say to the proposal

before abandoning it completely and I should

therefore be grateful if you would take the

matter up informally with the French Authorities.

If they represent that the practical difficulties

are over-riding, you need not press the proposal.
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Cypher/OTP

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS AMBASSADORR)

Ne: 1967

2nd Septeaber 1947 D.1.40.p.mt.2nd September 1947

Repeated. to Washington No: 8986 Important
Jerusalem

X:X:X:

MOST IMEDIATE

SECRET

Your telegram No: 847 (of September 1st:
Jewish Illegal Immigration].

I have given careful thought to the considerations
outlined in your telegram and. I fully recognise
the strength of the argument you have adduced in your
fourth paragraph against the action proposed in ay
telegram No: 1960, although I d not consider that the
ether arguments are such -.as to rule out an approach
to the French Government en the lines suggested.

2. In generti-I should prefer to see what
the French Goverment have to say to the proposal
before abandoning it copletely an I should therefore
be atef ul if you would. take the matter up informally
with the French Auth cities. If they represent that the
practical difficulties are ever-riding, you need not
press the proposal.
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JGUST 19, 1947.

Letti
Plight of treRefuige

Legislator Emphasizes the Urgency of
the Problem of Homeless Jews

To THE EDITOR OF THE Nw ToRK TIMES:
It is to be hoped that the embittered

passions which swept Britain and the
British community in Palestine re-
cently irn connection with the brutal
revenge wreaked by the Irgun against
the two British sergeants will not be-
cloud the fate of the 4,500 Jiapless
refugees on the Exodus 1947.' There
are rumors that the ships on which
they have been held in the burning sun
outside Port le Bouc are now to be sent
to an unknown destination, perhaps to
some tropical British possession. I hope
earnestly those rumors are false.'

The tragedy of the Exodus, more
than any other recent event, symbolizes
the moral dilemma of our day. In the
name of asserted right and by virtue
of armed, might, Britain has turned
back in, hopelessness 4,500 refugees at
the very moment that they were to
cross the threshold to life and freedom.
True, they had not visas. But may we
demand a visa of a man who runs from
death or the scene of death? lyfay we
brand him sinful or criminal because,
lacking a visa, he persists, neverthe-
less, in fleeing from those countries of
Europe that were the graveyard of his
relatives, his friends, his hopes ?

Have I overstated the danger and
threat to the refugee? It may appear
that way in remote and insulated Lon-
don, Washington and New York. But-it
will riot so appear to those who have-
been in Central Europe since the war
and have seen with their own eyes the
concentration camps and the desola-
tion, as I have, They could not con-
scientiously attempt to persuade the
refugees that the fears and dangers are
illusory.

The refugee has seen the dangers
and desolation. He has buried his dead.
What he saw and what he knows are
seared into his flesh and bone. He will
not be beguiled by judicious admoni-
tions.in objective editorials.

Not in Malice
The British Government is not acting

in malice. If I judge correctly, it is act-
ing in a kind of desperation, compound-
ed of fear, obstinacy and confusion. For
Britain is itself beleaguered and threat-
ened by grave political, and economic
problems. With courage, characteristic
of her people,,Brjtain is facing up to
most of those problems.

I

-'

1

With willfal shortsightedness, not un-
characteristicof herabnduct in Pales-
tine, Britain refuses to face up to the
problem of the refugees. Herser'o
the problem has been taken from some
dusty pigeonhole where repose the rules
of Imperial condu-ct of that earlier day
when. Britagh-was mistress, of the, seas
and arbiter of the fate of the less for.
maate peop1s ofthe world;

Britamnwhich should remember best,
has apparently forgotten what the his-
tory of liberty more ,than once shows-.
men will not let themselves be suffo-
cated by sterile fiat or legalistic ukase;
they will fight for the air they must
breathe to live-even against a British
blockade.

The meaning, of the Exodus cannot
be lost on the members of the United
Nations Commission on Palestine. It
makes indelible the words they heard
from Dr. Chaim Weizmann: "We can-
not wait. We have waited too long."

Move Forward or Perish
The survivors of the German death

chambers have waited in line long and
patiently for a chance at life and de-
cency. That line must move forward or
its ranks will perish. Would it have ad-
vanced an inch'' if it were not for ships
like Exodus 1947? What answer-an
answer more expeditious and legal-
will the United Nations Commission
give to those who stand, but will not
wait indefinitely, for a chance to live?
How will the Commission balance the
metaphoric "life-line'of empire" against
the flesh and blood life-line?

An English writer, David Courtney,
has eloquently voiced the beliefs of
millions of Christian. Englishmen in a
column he wrote recently on the Exo-
dus 1947. He said, ?If .the veorld can-
not give dignity to the Jew, it will for
feit its own dignity and continue to be
the sport of its irrational passions. No
man caneat in peace the bread he with-
holds from his fellow-men. * * * I
there any man who in rizhtpneng
can deny the sustaining heritage
native land to afellow-manwho, by th
doctrine of the very nations that dis-
pose his fate, is born in the image of
God, but by ethnic hazard a Jew?"

It is deeply heartening to find a fel-
low-Christian so eloquently applying
the Golden Rule to one of the most
burning problems of our day.

-LAtJDE PEPPER.
Washington, Aug. 13, 1947.
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COPY of a telegram dated 26th August addressed to H.M.

Minister, Stockholm.

WNe express our indignation

decision of the Government of G

Jewish refugees on the ship exo

which is imbued with Jewish blo

43 0 0 Jews to come to Paestine.

Government to intervene at the ]

gates of Palestine for the Jews

President of the Palestine Comm

Emil Sandstrm, to intervene fo
to come to Palestine. ie apple

and the whole civilized world t
for the problem of Palestine in

possibility of unlimited emigra

Jews who wish to settle there a
Jews in the camps.

and our deep sorrow
rea1
dus
od.

Bri
on

r t
to

o f

t Br
to C

app
tish

exo
ion
he p
the

bind

about the

itain to send the 4)UU
Germany to the land

demand to permit these
ly to the Swedish
Government to open the

dus. W apply to the
at Geneva, Justice
ermission of these Jews

Palestine Com:ission
a righteous solution

the way t
tion to Pa
inc Kspe C-1

o accord a

lestine for
lly for the

l the
homeless

World Jewish Congress Swedish Section

Scandinavian Jewish Youth Association

Jewish Student Club
Jewish Club Association of Polish Jews in

Sweden

Association of Roumanian Jews in Sweden

Hechaluz in Sweden
Bachad in Sweden
League for the Working Pales tine in Sweden
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